
NOTICE AND AGENDA 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

SANTA YNEZ RIVER WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT, IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO.1 
will be held at 3:00 P.M., Tuesday, July 21, 2026 

1070 Faraday Street, Santa Ynez, CA - Conference Room 

Notice Regarding Public Participation:  For those who may not attend the meeting but wish to 
provide public comment on an Agenda Item, please submit any and all comments and written 
materials to the District via electronic mail at general@syrwd.org.  All submittals should indicate 
“July 21, 2026 Board Meeting” in the subject line.  Materials received by the District during and 
prior to the meeting will become part of the post-meeting Board packet materials available to the 
public and posted on the District’s website. 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. REPORT BY THE SECRETARY TO THE BOARD REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
POSTING OF THE NOTICE AND AGENDA

4. ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS, IF ANY, TO THE AGENDA 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Any member of the public may address the Board relating to any non-Agenda matter within the
District’s jurisdiction.  The total time for all public participation shall not exceed fifteen (15) minutes and the time allotted
for each individual shall not exceed three (3) minutes.  The District is not responsible for the content or accuracy of
statements made by members of the public.  No action will be taken by the Board on any public comment item.

6. CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 16, 2026

7. CONSENT AGENDA - All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will be approved or
rejected in a single motion without separate discussion.  Any item placed on the Consent Agenda can be removed and
placed on the Regular Agenda for discussion and possible action upon the request of any Trustee. 
CA-1. Water Supply and Production Report
CA-2. Central Coast Water Authority Update

8. MANAGER REPORTS - STATUS, DISCUSSION, AND POSSIBLE BOARD ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING
SUBJECTS:

A. DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

1. Financial Report on Administrative Matters
a) Presentation of Monthly Financial Statements – Revenues and Expenses
b) Approval of Accounts Payable

2. Resolution No. 861:  A Resolution of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River Water
Conservation District, Improvement District No.1 Calling a District Election and Requesting
the County Board of Supervisors to Consolidate the District Election with the Statewide
General Election

3. 2026 Biennial Notice for District Conflict of Interest Code

4. Draft Ordinance 2026-01:  An Ordinance of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River
Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1 Establishing Regulations and Fines
Relating to Water Theft
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B. OPERATIONS UPDATE

9. REPORT, DISCUSSION, AND POSSIBLE BOARD ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS:

A. SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT
1. Eastern Management Area (EMA) Update

10. REPORTS BY THE BOARD MEMBERS OR STAFF, QUESTIONS OF STAFF, STATUS REPORTS,
ANNOUNCEMENTS, COMMITTEE REPORTS, AND OTHER MATTERS AND/OR COMMUNICATIONS NOT
REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

11. CORRESPONDENCE:  GENERAL MANAGER RECOMMENDS FILING OF VARIOUS ITEMS

12. REQUESTS FOR ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING AGENDA:  Any member of the
Board of Trustees may request to place an item on the Agenda for the next regular meeting.  Any member of the public may 
submit a written request to the General Manager of the District to place an item on a future meeting Agenda, provided that
the General Manager and the Board of Trustees retain sole discretion to determine which items to include on meeting
Agendas.

13. NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  The next Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees is
scheduled for August 18, 2026

14. CLOSED SESSION:
The Board may hold a closed session to discuss the following items:

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION
[Subdivision (d)(1) of Section 54956.9 of the Government Code – 1 Case]

1. Name of Case: Adjudicatory proceedings pending before the State Water Resources
Control Board regarding Permit 15878 and Application 22423 of the City of Solvang,
Petitions for Change, and Related Protests

B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - POTENTIAL LITIGATION
[Subdivision (d)(4) of Section 54956.9 of the Government Code – Potential Initiation of
Litigation By the Agency – Two Matters]

15. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION:
[Sections 54957.1 and 54957.7 of the Government Code]

16. ADJOURNMENT

This Agenda was posted at 3622 Sagunto Street, Santa Ynez, California, and notice was delivered in accordance with Government Code Section 54950 et 
seq., specifically Section 54956.  This Agenda contains a brief general description of each item to be considered.  The Board reserves the right to change 
the order in which items are heard.  Copies of any staff reports or other written documentation relating to each item of business on the Agenda are on 
file with the District and available for public inspection during normal business hours at 3622 Sagunto Street, Santa Ynez.  Such written materials will 
also be made available on the District's website, subject to staff’s ability to post the documents before the regularly scheduled meeting.  Questions 
concerning any of the Agenda items may be directed to the District’s General Manager at (805) 688-6015.  If a court challenge is brought against any of 
the Board’s decisions related to the Agenda items above, the challenge may be limited to those issues raised by the challenger or someone else during 
the public meeting or in written correspondence to the District prior to or during the public meeting.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, any individual needing special assistance to review Agenda materials or participate in this meeting may contact the District Secretary at (805) 688-
6015.  Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will best enable the District to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  
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SANTA YNEZ RIVER WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT, 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO.1 

JUNE 16, 2026 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, 
Improvement District No.1, was held at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 16, 2026, in-person at 1070 Faraday 
Street. 

Trustees Present: Michael Burchardi 
Jeff Clay  
Brad Joos 
Mark Moniot 

Trustees Absent: Nick Urton 

Others Present: Paeter Garcia Racel Cota Kylie Kelleher 
Dan Drugan Jessica Diaz Bill Buelow 
Steve Anderson 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:
President Clay called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m., he stated that this was a Regular Meeting
of the Board of Trustees. Ms. Cota conducted roll call and reported that four Trustees were
present, with Trustee Urton absent.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
President Clay led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. REPORT BY THE SECRETARY TO THE BOARD REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR POSTING OF THE NOTICE AND AGENDA:
Ms. Cota reported that the Agenda for this meeting was posted in accordance with the California
Government Code commencing at Section 54953, as well as District Resolution No. 340.

4. ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS, IF ANY, TO THE AGENDA:
There were no additions or corrections to the agenda.

5. PUBLIC COMMENT:
President Clay welcomed any members of the public and offered time for members of the public
to speak and address the Board on matters not on the Agenda. There was no public comment.
Mr. Garcia reported that no written comments were submitted to the District for the meeting.

6. CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 19, 2026
The Regular Meeting Minutes from May 19, 2026 were presented for consideration.

President Clay asked if there were any changes or additions to the Regular Meeting Minutes of
May 19, 2026. There were no changes or additions requested.

It was MOVED by Trustee Burchardi, seconded by Trustee Joos, and carried by a 3-0-1 voice vote,
with Trustee Moniot abstaining and Trustee Urton absent, to approve the May 19, 2026 Regular
meeting minutes as presented.

Agenda Item 6
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7. CONSENT AGENDA:
The Consent Agenda Report was provided in the Board Packet.

Mr. Garcia reviewed the Consent Agenda materials for the month of May. Various topics were
discussed among the Board and staff.

It was MOVED by Trustee Moniot, seconded by Trustee Joos, and carried by a unanimous 4-0-0
voice vote, with Trustee Urton absent, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.

8. MANAGER REPORTS - STATUS, DISCUSSION, AND POSSIBLE BOARD ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING
SUBJECTS:
A. DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

1. Financial Report on Administrative Matters
a) Presentation of Monthly Financial Statements – Revenues and Expenses

Ms. Cota announced that the Financial Statements were provided to the Board via email
earlier in the day, included in the meeting handout materials, and posted on the
District’s website.

Ms. Cota reviewed the Statement of Revenues and Expenses for the month of May. She
highlighted various line-items related to revenue and expense transactions that
occurred during the month and referred to the Fiscal-Year-to-Date Statement of
Revenues and Expenses that provides a budget to actual snapshot for the eleven months
ending May 30, 2026. Ms. Cota stated that expenses exceeded revenue by $252,001.97
and the year-to-date May 2026 net income was $3,914,844.30.

b) Approval of Accounts Payable
Ms. Cota announced that the Warrant List was provided to the Board via email earlier
in the day, included in the meeting handout materials, and posted on the District’s
website.

The Board reviewed the Warrant List which covered warrants 27263 through 27318 in
the amount of $557,907.89.

It was MOVED by Trustee Burchardi, seconded by Trustee Moniot, and carried by a
unanimous 4-0-0 voice vote, with Trustee Urton absent, to approve the Warrant List
for May 20, 2026 through June 16, 2026.

2. Appropriation Limit for the 2026/2027 Fiscal Year – Article XIIIB (Proposition 13)
a) Resolution No. 859: A Resolution of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River

Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1 Establishing the
Appropriation Limit for Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Pursuant to Article XIIIB of the
California Constitution

The Board packet included Resolution No. 859 and a copy of the Public Notice
regarding the FY 2026/2027 Appropriation Limitation Calculation that was
published and posted on the District’s website.

Mr. Garcia explained that the FY 2026/2027 appropriation limit is $2,785,514 based
on factors and calculations published by the California Department of Finance. He
stated that adoption of a Resolution is required pursuant to Government Code
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Section 7910 to establish an appropriation limit and recommended approval of 
Resolution No. 859 Establishing the Appropriation Limit for Fiscal Year 2026/2027.  
 
Mr. Garcia explained that although the District can set the assessment up to the 
maximum amount of $2,785,514, the FY 2026/2027 Budget proposes no increase 
this year with the assessment to remain at $875,000. 
 
It was MOVED by Trustee Moniot, seconded by Trustee Burchardi, to adopt Resolution 
No. 859, and the Resolution was approved by the following 4-0-0 roll call vote:  

 
AYES, Trustees: Brad Joos 
 Mark Moniot 
 Mike Burchardi 
 Jeff Clay  
  
NOES, Trustees: None 
ABSTAIN, Trustees: None 
ABSENT, Trustees: Nick Urton  

 
 

3. Consider Adoption of the Final Budget for Fiscal Year 2026/2027 
a) Final Budget Summary 

 
The Board packet included the Final Budget for Fiscal Year 2026/2027. 
 
Ms. Cota reviewed the Final Budget Summary for the 2026/2027 Fiscal Year with no 
changes from the Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Preliminary Budget presented to the Board on 
May 19, 2026.  She presented the FY 2026/2027 Final Budget Comparison to the Current 
Year FY 2025/2026 Adopted Budget.  She explained that the Board reviewed the FY 
2026/2027 Preliminary Budget at the May 19, 2026 Board meeting, which included a 
detailed budget narrative, revenues and expenses, debt service, other expenses, and 
capital improvement project expenses.  
 
Ms. Cota indicated that the Board was asked to provide any comments and/or questions 
prior to preparation and presentation of the Final Budget in June. She reported that since 
the May Board meeting no additional comments have been received from the Board or 
the public. 

b) Resolution No. 860: A Resolution of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River 
Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1 Adopting the Final 
Budget for Fiscal Year 2026/2027 and Requesting an Assessment Levy Required to 
Collect $875,000 
 
Mr. Garcia summarized Resolution No. 860, adopting the Final Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2026/2027 and Requesting an Assessment Levy Required to Collect $875,000 
that was discussed in depth at the May 19, 2026 Board Meeting.  
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It was MOVED by Trustee Burchardi, seconded by Trustee Moniot, to adopt Resolution 
No. 860, and the Resolution was approved by the following 4-0-0 roll call vote:  
 

AYES, Trustees:  
 Brad Joos 
 Mark Moniot  

Mike Burchardi 
Jeff Clay  

  
  
NOES, Trustees: None 
ABSTAIN, Trustees: None 
ABSENT, Trustees: Nick Urton  
 

 
4. Draft Ordinance 2026-01: An Ordinance of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River 

Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1 Establishing Regulations and 
Fines Relating to Water Theft 
 
Mr. Garcia reported that at the May 19, 2026  Board meeting, the Board reviewed a Draft 
District Ordinance Establishing Regulations and Fines Related to Water Theft, pursuant 
to California Government Code Sections 53069.45 and 53069.46; California Civil Codes 
1882.1, 1882.2, and 1882.3; and California Penal Code Section 498.  He provided an 
overview regarding the purpose and key provisions of the Draft Ordinance which would 
impose administrative penalties and cost recovery measures for cases of water theft, 
which would become effective immediately upon adoption of the Ordinance.  Mr. Garcia 
noted that District customers have been made aware of the proposed Ordinance via 
messaging on the District’s May water bills and posting on the District’s website.  He 
noted that no public comments have been submitted at this time. 
 
 

5. 2025 Consumer Confidence report – Annual Water Quality Report Required by Federal 
and State Regulations 
 
Mr. Drugan provided an overview of the District’s 2025 Consumer Confidence Report 
(2025 CCR), which provides specific details regarding the District water quality sampling 
and results for an array of listed contaminants, constituents of concern, and water quality 
programs pursuant to various state and federal regulatory requirements.  He reported 
that the 2025 CCR results show that the District’s water quality met and exceeded all 
applicable water quality standards.  
 

6. Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District – 2026 Rate Study and Proposed 
Groundwater Production Charges for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 
 
Mr. Garcia provided an overview of the materials in the Board packet regarding the Santa 
Ynez River Water Conservation District’s 2026 Rate Study and Proposed Groundwater 
Production Charges for Fiscal year 2026-2027, along with the detailed comment and 
objection letter submitted by ID No.1.  
 
Public comment was provided by Mr. Bill Buelow of the Conservation District.  
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9. REPORT, DISCUSSION, AND POSSIBLE BOARD ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: 

 
A. SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT 

1. Eastern Management Area (EMA) Update 
The Board packet included the Notice and Agenda for the May 28, 2026 Regular Meeting 
of the Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the Eastern Management Area. 
 
Mr. Garcia summarized several topics that were discussed at the recent EMA GSA 
meeting including a Resolution Authorizing the Groundwater Extraction Fees to be 
Collected on the Tax Roll for the Fiscal Year 2026-2027.  He reported that the next meeting 
of the EMA Citizens Advisory Group is currently scheduled for Thursday, June 18, 2026.  
 
 
 

10. REPORTS BY THE BOARD MEMBERS OR STAFF, QUESTIONS OF STAFF, STATUS REPORTS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, COMMITTEE REPORTS, AND OTHER MATTERS AND/OR COMMUNICATIONS 
NOT REQUIRING BOARD ACTION 
 
Trustee Moniot noted that he attended the recent Los Olivos Community Services District 
(LOCSD) Workshop and that the LOCSD and Los Olivos community are continuing to discuss 
various project alternatives and related costs for wastewater treatment.  

 
11. CORRESPONDENCE: GENERAL MANAGER RECOMMENDS FILING OF VARIOUS ITEMS 

The Correspondence List was received by the Board. 
 

12. REQUESTS FOR ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
There were no requests from the Board. 
 

13. NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
President Clay stated that the next Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees is scheduled for 
July 21, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

14. CLOSED SESSION: 
The Board adjourned to closed session at 4:54 p.m.  

 
A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 

[Subdivision (d)(1) of Section 54956.9 of the Government Code – 1 Case] 

1. Name of Case: Adjudicatory proceedings pending before the State Water Resources 
Control Board regarding Permit 15878 issued on Application 22423 to the City of Solvang, 
Petitions for Change, and Related Protests 

 
B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - POTENTIAL LITIGATION 

[Subdivision (d)(4) of Section 54956.9 of the Government Code – Potential Initiation of 
Litigation by the Agency – Two Matters] 

 
15. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION:  

[Sections 54957.1 and 54957.7 of the Government Code] 
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The Board reconvened to open session at approximately 5:40 p.m. Mr. Garcia announced that 
the Board met in closed session in accordance with Agenda Items 14.A through 14.B, and that 
there was no reportable action for any of the closed session Agenda Items. 

 
 

16. ADJOURNMENT:  
Being no further business, it was MOVED by Trustee Burchardi, seconded by Trustee Moniot, and 
carried by a 4-0-0 voice vote with Trustee Urton absent to adjourn the meeting at approximately 
5:40 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
   
 Racel Cota, Secretary to the Board 

 
 
ATTEST:   
 Jeff Clay, President 
 
 
MINUTES PREPARED BY:  
 
 
  

 Kylie Kelleher, Executive Administrative Assistant  
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Drought Tightens Its Grip Across the West 

For much of the West, the 2026 water year is becoming a stark reminder that water remains the 

limiting factor for agricultural production. While isolated storms and localized improvements have 

provided some relief in a handful of regions, the broader picture remains troubling: many farmers 

and ranchers are entering the heart of the growing season with water supplies well below what is 

needed to fully irrigate crops and sustain agricultural production. 

The latest drought monitoring data shows significant portions of the West remain in drought, with 

conditions particularly severe across the Southwest and parts of the Pacific Northwest. Low 

snowpack, poor runoff, and below-average streamflows continue to drive water shortages throughout 

many major agricultural basins. 

In New Mexico, Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham recently declared a statewide drought emergency, 

citing historically low snowpack, record-low runoff, worsening wildfire conditions, and declining 

water supplies. The Executive Order directs state agencies to coordinate drought response efforts and 
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CORRESPONDENCE LIST 
JULY 2026 

1. June 12, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Santa Ynez Community
Services District Regular Board Meeting on June 17, 2026.

2. June 12, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Eastern Management Area
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Citizen Advisory Group Meeting on June 18, 2026.

3. June 17, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Cachuma Operation and
Maintenance Board’s Regular Board Meeting on June 22, 2026.

4. June 18, 2026 – District sent Past Due Letters to seven customers.

5. June 22, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Central Coast Water
Authority Regular Board Meeting on June 25, 2026.

6. June 25, 2026 – District received a Public Records Act Request from C. Case.

7. June 26, 2026 – District sent a Can and Will Serve Letter to one customer.

8. June 29, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Los Olivos Community
Services District Grants Subcommittee Meeting on June 30, 2026.

9. July 1, 2026 – District sent a Water Service Requirements Letter to two customers.

10. July 2, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Central Coast Water
Authority Operating Committee Meeting on July 9, 2026.

11. July 5, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Los Olivos Community
Services District Regular Board Meeting on July 8, 2026.

12. July 6, 2026 – District sent a Water Service Requirements Letter to one customer.

13. July 6, 2026 – District sent a Can and Will Serve Letter to one customer.

14. July 6, 2026 – District sent a letter to C. Case regarding response to Public Records Act
Request.

15. July 10, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Santa Ynez Community
Services District Regular Board Meeting on July 15, 2026.

Agenda Item 11
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